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A diamond’s beauty is created mainly by the interaction between the gem and 
light – which the human eye and mind perceives as shine, sparkle, dazzle. It is 
the diamond’s ability to intensify special properties of light that makes it unique, 

Brilliance…the intensity of the reflection of white light from the diamond’s surface to 
the eye.
Fire…the amount of color that a diamond returns to the eye, including intensity and 
dispersion. 
Scintillation…the diamond’s property of flashing splashes of light across its surface 
when the wearer moves, or a light source moves.
Contrast Effect…amount of intensity variation or contrast between light and dark 
areas across the diamond creates the effect that has 
been described as ‘snappy’, 'dramatic' or 'sharp’.
Efficiency...Maximum area of the diamond that 
reflects light back to the eye of the observer. Í/'n RÈ2%Î
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